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Course description and objectives 
 

This course is an introduction to the physical and human geography of China.  Topics include physical 

environment, culture, demographics, agriculture, urbanization, industrialization and environmental 

challenges. The goal is to examine the geographical aspects of modernization and development in 

China. The specific objectives are to develop a critical understanding of the processes of change in 

China and to expand skills and techniques in regional analysis. 

 

 

 

Textbooks and course materials 
 

Veeck, G., Clifton P., Smith C. J. and Huang, Y. 2011. China’s Geography: Globalization and the 

Dynamics of Political, Economic, and Social Change, 2nd Edition. Lanham, MD: Rowman & 

Littlefield Publishers. 

 

This is a comprehensive textbook on China’s geography. It covers most of the themes explored in the 

lectures, including environment, culture, demographics, agriculture, industrialization 
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Course requirements 
 

In-class tests 

 

The lecture material will be the subject of FOUR written tests during the term (dates are indicated in 

the timetable). 

 

Term paper 

 

You will research an issue related to the content of the course and write a term paper based on this 
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Accessibility 

Students with diverse learning styles and needs are welcome in this course.  In particular, if you have 

a disability/health consideration that may require accommodations, please feel free to approach me 

and/or the Resource Centre for Students with a Disability (RCSD) as soon as possible.  The RCSD staff 

are available by appointment to assess specific needs, provide referrals and arrange appropriate 

accommodations (http://rcsd.uvic.ca/).  The sooner you let us know your needs the quicker we can 
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